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chevy steering column wiring diagram is an essential resource for automotive enthusiasts,
mechanics, and vehicle owners who want to understand or troubleshoot the electrical connections
within their Chevy's steering column. A wiring diagram provides a clear schematic that illustrates
how various electrical components are interconnected, including the ignition switch, turn signal
switch, horn, cruise control, and more. Whether you're replacing a faulty part, upgrading your
steering column, or performing routine maintenance, understanding the wiring layout is crucial for
ensuring proper function and safety. This comprehensive guide aims to provide detailed insights into
Chevy steering column wiring diagrams, their components, troubleshooting tips, and best practices
for working with them.

Understanding the Importance of a Chevy Steering Column Wiring
Diagram

What Is a Wiring Diagram?

A wiring diagram is a simplified visual representation of the electrical circuits within a vehicle's
steering column. It shows how wires connect to various switches, sensors, and actuators, helping
technicians and DIY enthusiasts identify the correct wiring paths and component connections.

Why Is It Important?

- Troubleshooting Electrical Issues: Identifies faulty connections or damaged wires causing
problems like non-functioning turn signals or horn failures.

- Component Replacement: Guides proper wiring during part replacements or upgrades.
- Installation of Accessories: Assists in adding aftermarket features such as remote starters or

steering wheel controls.
- Safety Compliance: Ensures wiring is correctly installed, preventing potential electrical hazards.

Key Components in Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagrams

Understanding the main components involved in the wiring diagram enhances comprehension and
troubleshooting accuracy.

Ignition Switch
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- Acts as the control for starting the engine.
- Connected to various circuits, including the starter relay, accessory power, and ignition coil.

Turn Signal Switch

- Controls the left and right turn signals.
- Usually integrated with the headlight dimmer switch in some models.

Horn Relay and Switch

- Sends power to the horn.
- Typically controlled via a switch on the steering wheel or column.

Steering Wheel Controls

- Includes buttons for cruise control, audio controls, and sometimes Bluetooth functions.
- Wired through the steering column to the vehicle?s main wiring harness.

Clock Spring (Spiral Cable)

- Maintains electrical connections to the airbag, horn, and steering wheel controls while allowing
the wheel to turn freely.

- Critical for safety systems.

Wiring Harness

- Connects all components within the steering column.
- Usually color-coded for easier identification.

Deciphering the Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagram

Color Codes and Symbols

- Wiring diagrams use standardized color codes to identify wires (e.g., Red for power, Black for
ground).
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- Symbols represent switches, relays, and connectors.
- Familiarity with these symbols and color codes simplifies interpretation.

Typical Wiring Layout

- Power source (battery or ignition) feeds into the ignition switch.
- From the ignition switch, wires distribute power to accessories, starter, and other circuits.
- Turn signal switch connects to the indicator lights and hazard system.
- Horn wiring connects the horn button to the relay and horn unit.
- Clock spring maintains connections for airbag and steering wheel controls.

Reading a Wiring Diagram Step-by-Step

- Identify the Component: Locate the part you?re working on (e.g., turn signal switch).
- Trace the Wires: Follow the wires connected to it, noting their colors and symbols.
- Check Power and Ground: Ensure the wires have proper voltage and ground connections.
- Follow the Circuit Path: Understand how signals travel through switches and relays.
- Use Multimeter: Verify continuity and voltage at various points as per the diagram.

Common Chevy Models and Their Wiring Variations

Different Chevy models and years may have variations in their steering column wiring diagrams. It?s
important to reference the correct schematic for your specific vehicle.

Chevy Silverado

- Typically features advanced wiring for cruise control and steering wheel controls.
- May include additional wiring for trailer wiring or aftermarket accessories.

Chevy Impala

- Often has simplified wiring for basic turn signals and horn.
- Some models integrate steering wheel controls with the audio system wiring.

Chevy Camaro
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- Sports models may have more complex wiring for performance features.
- Includes wiring for steering wheel-mounted paddle shifters or controls.

Chevy Tahoe

- Larger wiring harnesses for more electronic features.
- Additional circuits for off-road or towing packages.

Steps to Read and Use a Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagram

- Obtain the Correct Diagram: Use service manuals, repair guides, or online resources specific to
your vehicle?s year and model.

- Identify the Components and Wires: Locate the components you need to troubleshoot or
replace.

- Understand the Wiring Colors: Cross-reference color codes with the diagram.
- Follow the Circuit Flow: Map out the signal or power flow from source to destination.
- Test with Multimeter or Test Light: Verify continuity, voltage, and ground integrity.
- Make Corrections or Replacements: Follow the diagram to reconnect or replace faulty wiring or

components.

Troubleshooting Common Wiring Issues Using the Diagram

Utilizing the wiring diagram effectively can help resolve frequent problems:

- Turn Signal Failures:
- Check the turn signal switch wiring and connections.
- Verify the flasher relay circuit.
- Use the diagram to trace the wiring path and identify broken or corroded wires.

- Horn Not Working:
- Confirm the horn relay and switch wiring.
- Check for continuity in the horn switch circuit.
- Use the diagram to locate the power source and ground connections.

- Airbag or Steering Wheel Controls Malfunction:
- Inspect the clock spring wiring.
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- Ensure all connections are intact and free of damage.
- Refer to the diagram for correct wiring paths.

- Cruise Control Issues:
- Examine wiring to the cruise control switch.
- Check for proper connections to the vehicle?s ECU.
- Use the diagram to verify circuit continuity.

Best Practices When Working with Chevy Steering Column Wiring
Diagrams

- Always Disconnect the Battery: Prevent electrical shocks and accidental airbag deployment.
- Use Proper Tools: Multimeter, wiring probes, and wire strippers.
- Label Wires: During disassembly, label wires to prevent confusion during reassembly.
- Follow Safety Guidelines: Especially when dealing with airbags or high-current circuits.
- Consult OEM Manuals: Original equipment manufacturer diagrams ensure accuracy.
- Document Changes: Record any modifications for future reference.

Conclusion

A comprehensive understanding of the chevy steering column wiring diagram is invaluable for
maintaining, repairing, or modifying your vehicle?s electrical system. By familiarizing yourself with
the key components, color codes, and circuit flow, you can troubleshoot issues effectively and
execute repairs confidently. Always use the correct wiring diagrams corresponding to your specific
Chevy model and year to ensure accurate repairs and safe operation. Regular maintenance and
careful attention to wiring integrity help prolong the lifespan of steering components and uphold
vehicle safety standards.

Additional Resources:

- Chevy Service Manual PDFs
- Online automotive forums and communities
- Wiring diagram databases
- Professional automotive electrician services

Keywords: Chevy steering column wiring diagram, Chevy wiring schematic, steering column wiring,
turn signal wiring diagram, horn wiring, clock spring wiring, troubleshooting Chevy wiring, Chevy
model wiring differences, vehicle wiring repair
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Understanding the Chevy steering column wiring diagram is essential for automotive enthusiasts,
DIY mechanics, and professionals alike. Whether you're troubleshooting a steering issue, installing
aftermarket accessories, or performing a full ignition switch replacement, a clear grasp of the wiring
layout can save you time and prevent costly errors. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the
complexities of Chevy's steering column wiring, offering detailed insights into its components,
common wiring configurations, and practical tips for troubleshooting and modifications.

Introduction to Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagram

The steering column in a Chevy vehicle is more than just a mechanical linkage; it houses a complex
network of electrical components that control the ignition system, turn signals, cruise control,
airbags, and other vital functions. The Chevy steering column wiring diagram provides a visual
schematic of these electrical pathways, helping technicians and hobbyists understand how different
components connect and communicate.

Understanding this wiring diagram is especially critical when:

- Replacing or repairing the ignition switch
- Diagnosing electrical faults in turn signals or hazard lights
- Installing remote start systems or aftermarket steering wheel controls
- Upgrading or troubleshooting airbags and safety features

Components of the Chevy Steering Column Wiring System

Before diving into the wiring diagram itself, it's important to familiarize yourself with the key
components typically found within the Chevy steering column:

- Ignition Switch

Located at the top of the column, it controls the power to the vehicle's ignition system and
accessories. It often has multiple terminals for different functions, such as accessory power, run,
start, and accessory.

- Turn Signal and Hazard Switch

Operates the blinking of turn indicators and hazard lights. Usually integrated with the steering
column stalk.
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- Airbag Module (SRS)

Includes wiring for the driver's airbag located in the steering wheel, which connects to the vehicle's
Supplemental Restraint System (SRS).

- Cruise Control Switch

Allows the driver to set and adjust cruise speed, with wiring connected through the steering column.

- Steering Wheel Controls

Includes buttons for audio, phone, or other vehicle functions, often wired through the steering
column.

- Column Lock and Lock Cylinder

Mechanical and electrical components that lock the steering wheel when the key is removed, often
integrated with wiring for ignition and security features.

Decoding the Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagram

A typical Chevy steering column wiring diagram is a schematic that illustrates the electrical
connections between these components. Here are some essential aspects to understand:

Understanding Wire Colors and Labels

Most wiring diagrams include color codes and labels for each wire, such as:

- Red: Power supply
- Black: Ground
- Yellow: Signal or control wires
- Green/White: Sensor or switch signals

Knowing these helps trace circuits and identify functions quickly.

Common Connection Points
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- Ignition switch terminals: Usually labeled as [ACC], [IGN], [STRT], and [BAT].
- Turn signal switch wiring: Connects to the flasher relay, hazard switch, and turn signal

indicators.
- Airbag wiring: Usually includes a clock spring connection, which allows rotation without wire

fatigue.

Using the Diagram

- Follow the wiring paths from power sources to components.
- Cross-reference wire labels with component terminals.
- Note connector types, pin counts, and color coding.

Step-by-Step Guide to Reading and Using a Chevy Steering Column Wiring Diagram

- Obtain the Correct Diagram

- Use the vehicle's specific year, make, and model.
- Access factory service manuals or reputable online sources.

- Identify Major Components on the Diagram

- Locate the ignition switch, turn signal switch, airbags, etc.
- Note their wiring connections and associated terminals.

- Trace Power and Grounds

- Confirm power supply lines are intact.
- Check grounding points for corrosion or looseness.

- Follow Signal Circuits

- Track signals from switches to control modules or relays.
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- Ensure continuity and correct wiring connections.

- Test Circuits

- Use a multimeter to verify voltage and resistance.
- Confirm that switches activate their respective circuits correctly.

Common Wiring Configurations and Variations

Chevrolet models can have variations in wiring based on year, trim level, and options. Here are
some typical configurations:

Ignition Switch Wiring

- Older models: Often have a simple switch with three to four terminals.
- Modern models: May include anti-theft chips, transponder signals, and additional security wiring.

Turn Signal and Hazard Wiring

- Usually connected via a multi-wire harness.
- The hazard switch often shares wiring with turn signals but includes additional wiring for hazard

activation.

Airbag and SRS Wiring

- Typically involves a clock spring that maintains connection while steering wheel rotates.
- Wiring is delicate; improper handling can trigger SRS warning lights.

Aftermarket Modifications

- Adding remote start systems or steering wheel controls involves tapping into existing wiring.
- Always refer to the specific wiring diagram for your model to avoid damaging factory wiring.

Troubleshooting Common Wiring Issues

Published by: j1.giodicart.it Page 9 of 20



chevy steering column wiring diagram Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 6

Understanding your Chevy steering column wiring diagram aids significantly in diagnosing problems
like:

No Turn Signal Operation

- Check the turn signal switch wiring for continuity.
- Inspect the flasher relay and associated wiring.

Airbag Warning Light

- Examine the clock spring wiring for damage or disconnection.
- Use the wiring diagram to verify proper connector connections.

Ignition Switch Problems

- Test wiring at the ignition switch terminals.
- Confirm that power and ground lines are secure.

Intermittent Functionality

- Check for loose or corroded connectors.
- Use the diagram to trace wiring paths and identify potential points of failure.

Practical Tips for Working with Chevy Steering Column Wiring

- Always disconnect the battery before working on electrical components to prevent accidental
deployment of airbags.

- Use the correct tools like multimeters, wire strippers, and connectors.
- Label wires during disassembly to simplify reassembly.
- Consult factory manuals for wiring diagrams specific to your vehicle's year and model.
- Handle airbags with care, following safety protocols, and avoid static discharge.

Conclusion

A thorough understanding of the Chevy steering column wiring diagram is invaluable for effective
troubleshooting, repair, and customization. By familiarizing yourself with the components, wiring
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color codes, and schematic layouts, you can confidently navigate the complexities of your vehicle's
electrical system. Whether you're replacing an ignition switch, repairing turn signals, or installing
aftermarket accessories, this knowledge empowers you to perform these tasks safely and efficiently,
ensuring your Chevy continues to operate smoothly and reliably.

Remember: Always prioritize safety when working with vehicle electrical systems, especially airbags
and high-current circuits. When in doubt, consult professional technicians or official service manuals
to ensure proper procedures are followed.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a Chevy steering column wiring diagram used for? A Chevy steering
column wiring diagram illustrates the electrical connections within the steering column, helping
diagnose issues, install accessories, or replace components like the ignition switch or turn signal
switch. Where can I find a Chevy steering column wiring diagram online? You can find detailed
Chevy steering column wiring diagrams in factory service manuals, automotive repair websites, or
dedicated forums such as Chevy forums and repair communities. What are common wiring colors in
a Chevy steering column diagram? Common wiring colors include black (ground), red (power
supply), green (turn signals), blue (horn or auxiliary functions), and yellow (ignition), but always refer
to the specific diagram for your model year. How do I troubleshoot wiring issues in my Chevy
steering column? Start by consulting the wiring diagram to identify circuit paths, then use a
multimeter to check for continuity, voltage, and proper grounding at various points within the steering
column wiring. Can I modify or upgrade my Chevy steering column wiring? Yes, but it requires a
good understanding of the wiring diagram and electrical systems. Always ensure compatibility and
safety standards when making modifications or upgrades. What safety precautions should I take
when working with Chevy steering column wiring? Disconnect the vehicle's battery before working
on the wiring to prevent electrical shocks or shorts, and use proper tools and insulation to avoid
damaging sensitive components. Are there universal wiring diagrams that fit multiple Chevy models?
Some wiring diagrams are similar across models, but it's best to use a diagram specific to your
Chevy's year and model to ensure accuracy and proper connections. How do I identify the correct
wires in a Chevy steering column wiring harness? Use the wiring diagram to locate wire color codes
and terminal numbers, then verify with a multimeter or test light to confirm the function of each wire
before making connections. 

 
Related keywords: Chevy steering column wiring, Chevy ignition switch wiring, Chevy steering
column wiring diagram, Chevy steering column wiring harness, Chevy ignition wiring diagram,
Chevy steering lock wiring, Chevy steering column wiring repair, Chevy ignition wiring schematic,
Chevy steering column electrical wiring, Chevy steering column connector
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Introduction to the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering Column

1986 Chevy El Camino steering column is a critical component of the vehicle's steering system,
combining functionality, safety, and ease of operation. The El Camino, a unique blend of car and
truck features, requires a reliable steering column to ensure driver control and safety. Understanding
the intricacies of the 1986 model's steering column can be invaluable for enthusiasts, restorers, and
mechanics alike. This article delves into the design, features, common issues, replacement options,
and maintenance tips related to the 1986 Chevy El Camino steering column.

Overview of the 1986 Chevy El Camino

Historical Context and Design

The 1986 Chevy El Camino was part of the ninth generation of this iconic vehicle, produced
between 1978 and 1987. Known for its versatility, the El Camino combined the comfort and style of
a passenger car with the utility of a pickup truck. The 1986 model retained many of its predecessor's
features while incorporating updates in safety and comfort.

The steering column in the 1986 El Camino was designed to provide smooth steering response,
safety features such as collapsibility, and compatibility with various steering wheel designs. It was
engineered to meet the standards of the era, emphasizing durability and driver safety.

Design and Components of the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering
Column

Structural Components

- Column Shaft: The central rotating shaft that transmits steering input from the steering wheel to
the steering gear.

- Steering Column Housing: A protective outer shell that encases internal mechanisms.
- Collapsible Sections: Designed to absorb impact energy during a collision, reducing injury risk.
- Steering Lock Mechanism: Engages to prevent theft when the vehicle is off.

Additional Features

- Ignition Switch Mounting: Integrated into the column for ease of access.
- Turn Signal and Wiper Controls: Mounted on the steering column for driver convenience.
- Parking Brake and Tilt Mechanisms: Some models included tilt steering adjustments.
- Column Shift Lever (if equipped): For vehicles with automatic transmissions, the shifter might

Published by: j1.giodicart.it Page 12 of 20



chevy steering column wiring diagram Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 6

be mounted on the steering column.

Common Issues with the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering Column

Worn or Damaged Components

Due to age and usage, steering columns may develop problems such as:

- Loose Steering Feel: Excessive play or looseness in the steering wheel.
- Difficulty Turning: Resistance or binding in the column.
- Unusual Noises: Clunking or grinding sounds during steering maneuvers.
- Broken or Faulty Lock Mechanism: The steering lock may fail to engage or disengage

properly.

Common Causes of Problems

- Age and Wear: Over time, internal components wear out or corrode.
- Accident Damage: Collisions can damage the collapsible sections or internal mechanisms.
- Lack of Maintenance: Ignoring lubrication or inspection schedules can lead to component

failure.
- Theft and Tampering: Improper handling or forced lock engagement can damage the lock

assembly.

Replacing or Repairing the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering Column

When to Consider Replacement

If the steering column exhibits persistent issues such as excessive play, inability to turn, or
non-functioning lock mechanisms, replacement might be necessary. A professional inspection is
recommended before proceeding.

Options for Replacement

- OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) Replacement: Sourcing original parts ensures
compatibility and authenticity.

- Aftermarket Steering Columns: Available from various suppliers, offering different features
and price points.

- Rebuilt or Remanufactured Columns: Reconditioned units that offer a balance between cost
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and reliability.

Installation Process Overview

- Safety Precautions: Disconnect the battery to prevent accidental airbag deployment and
disable the electrical system.

- Removing the Old Column: Detach the steering wheel, disconnect wiring, and unbolt the
column from the dashboard and steering gear.

- Installing the New Column: Secure the new unit in place, reconnect wiring, and reattach the
steering wheel.

- Testing: Ensure smooth steering operation, proper lock engagement, and functionality of
controls.

Maintenance Tips for the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering Column

Regular Inspection and Lubrication

Periodically inspect the steering column for signs of wear, corrosion, or damage. Lubricate moving
parts, such as the tilt mechanism, with appropriate grease to ensure smooth operation.

Addressing Issues Promptly

If you notice unusual noises, difficulty turning, or looseness, seek professional diagnosis
immediately to prevent further damage.

Keeping the Lock Mechanism Functional

Use the steering lock as intended, and avoid forceful tampering. Lubricate the lock cylinder
periodically to prevent sticking.

Conclusion

The 1986 Chevy El Camino steering column is a vital component that combines safety,
functionality, and convenience. Over the years, it may develop issues stemming from wear and tear,
but with proper maintenance and timely replacements, it can continue to serve effectively. Whether
restoring a classic or maintaining an original vehicle, understanding the design, common problems,
and repair options related to this steering column ensures safety and reliability on the road. Proper
care and knowledge empower owners and mechanics to keep the iconic 1986 Chevy El Camino
steering system in optimal condition for years to come.
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1986 Chevy El Camino Steering Column: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

The 1986 Chevy El Camino steering column is a vital component that plays a crucial role in the
vehicle?s overall handling, safety, and driver experience. As a unique blend of car and truck
elements, the El Camino has long been appreciated for its versatility and classic American styling.
Understanding the steering column's design, function, common issues, and repair options provides
valuable insight for enthusiasts, restorers, and everyday drivers alike.

Introduction to the 1986 Chevy El Camino and Its Steering System

The 1986 Chevrolet El Camino, a distinctive vehicle bridging the gap between a pickup truck and a
coupe, was part of the third-generation El Camino series. This model year retained the traditional
rear-wheel-drive layout, with a robust chassis and a focus on durability. The steering system,
particularly the steering column, is central to vehicle control, ensuring that the driver?s commands
are accurately translated into wheel movements.

In 1986, the El Camino's steering system was predominantly hydraulic and mechanical, featuring a
steering column that integrated multiple functions such as ignition switch placement, turn signal
operation, and sometimes cruise control mechanisms. The design aimed at providing a balance of
responsiveness, safety, and ease of maintenance, with components built to withstand the rigors of
daily use.

Design and Construction of the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering
Column

Basic Structure and Components

The steering column in the 1986 Chevy El Camino is a tubular assembly that connects the steering
wheel to the steering gear (either a manual gear or a power-assisted rack-and-pinion or steering
box). Key parts include:

- Steering shaft: The central axis transmitting rotational input.
- Universal joints: Allowing for angular movement and accommodating vehicle vibrations.
- Column housing: An outer shell that encases internal components.
- Ignition switch and lock cylinder: Integrated into the column for security.
- Turn signal and wiper stalks: Mounted on the column for easy driver access.
- Tilt mechanism (if equipped): Allowing adjustable steering wheel height and tilt.
- Collapse mechanism: Designed as a safety feature to absorb impact energy during a collision.

The construction materials typically involve steel for rigidity and durability, with plastic and rubber
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parts for insulation, insulation, and user interface components.

Variations and Options

Depending on the trim and options, the 1986 El Camino's steering column could feature:

- Tilt steering wheel: Providing adjustable steering angle.
- Column-mounted cruise control: A rare but available feature.
- Column shifter: In some configurations, the gear shifter was integrated into the steering column.
- Locking mechanism: For theft prevention when the vehicle is parked.

The design of the steering column was also influenced by the need to accommodate emissions
controls, safety regulations, and modular assembly during manufacturing.

Common Issues and Challenges with the 1986 Chevy El Camino
Steering Column

Like many vehicles of its era, the 1986 El Camino's steering column is subject to wear and aging.
Understanding common problems helps owners and mechanics troubleshoot and maintain the
vehicle effectively.

1. Ignition Lock and Switch Failures

The ignition switch integrated into the steering column is prone to wear, especially in vehicles with
high mileage. Symptoms include difficulty turning the key, the key getting stuck, or the ignition not
turning over the engine. Wear on the internal contacts can prevent proper electrical function, leading
to starting issues.

2. Worn or Loose Turn Signal Stalks

Over time, the stalks that operate turn signals and wipers can become loose or malfunction. This
can cause flickering signals, non-responsive wipers, or intermittent operation. The internal contacts
within the stalks may wear out, necessitating replacement.

3. Tilt Mechanism Failure

If equipped with tilt steering, the adjustment mechanism may become stiff or fail entirely due to worn
gears or broken springs. This reduces the driver's ability to customize driving position, impacting
comfort and ergonomics.
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4. Column Collapse or Structural Weakness

The collapsible column is a safety feature designed to absorb impact energy. However, excessive
wear or prior accidents can compromise its integrity, leading to a less effective safety feature.
Cracks or deformation in the column structure may occur over decades of use.

5. Steering Play and Wobble

Excessive play in the steering column can result from worn universal joints, bushings, or internal
bearings. This can manifest as a loose steering feel or wobble, reducing vehicle control and safety.

6. Electrical Wiring Issues

Corrosion or damaged wiring within the column can lead to intermittent signals or malfunctioning of
integrated systems like cruise control or horn operation.

Maintenance, Repair, and Restoration of the 1986 Chevy El Camino
Steering Column

Maintaining the integrity of the steering column is critical for safety and vehicle performance. Proper
diagnosis and repair can extend the lifespan of this vital component.

Preventive Maintenance Tips

- Regularly inspect the tilt mechanism for smooth operation.
- Lubricate moving parts, especially in tilt and collapsible sections.
- Check for excessive play or wobbling and address early.
- Keep electrical connections clean and free of corrosion.
- Ensure the ignition switch operates smoothly without sticking.

Repair and Replacement Options

- Replacing Worn Turn Signal and Wiper Stalks

- Easy to replace with OEM or aftermarket parts.
- Requires disconnecting electrical connectors and removing mounting screws.
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- Ignition Switch Replacement

- Involves removing the steering wheel and column covers.
- Should be performed by experienced technicians to ensure proper alignment and security.

- Tilt Mechanism Repair

- Often requires replacing internal gears or springs.
- Some components are available as repair kits, but complete column replacement may be

necessary in severe cases.

- Complete Column Replacement

- When damage or wear is extensive, replacing the entire steering column is often the most
effective solution.

- Aftermarket and OEM replacement columns are available, with options for tilt and non-tilt
configurations.

- Restoration and Upgrades

- Restorers may choose to refurbish the original column, replacing internal bushings, wiring, and
cosmetic components.

- Upgrading to modern steering columns with integrated airbags or electronic controls is possible
but involves significant modifications.

Aftermarket and OEM Parts for the 1986 Chevy El Camino Steering
Column

The availability of parts is a crucial aspect for owners seeking repairs or restorations. Several
suppliers provide OEM and high-quality aftermarket options:

- OEM Replacement Columns: Original parts from Chevrolet or authorized dealers.
- Aftermarket Columns: Brands like Ididit, Flaming River, and Borgeson offer upgraded or replica
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steering columns with features such as tilt, collapsible designs, and modern wiring.
- Rebuild Kits: Internal components like universal joints, bushings, and wiring harnesses for

refurbishment.

Choosing between OEM and aftermarket parts depends on the vehicle?s intended use?restoration,
daily driving, or performance modifications.

Safety Considerations and Modern Enhancements

While the 1986 El Camino's steering column was designed with safety features of its time, modern
standards have advanced. Restorers and owners should consider:

- Upgrading to columns with airbag compatibility: Although original models lack airbags, newer
columns can be retrofitted for improved safety.

- Adding steering wheel locks or immobilizers: For theft prevention.
- Ensuring proper alignment and calibration: After repairs to maintain accurate steering response.

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The 1986 Chevy El Camino steering column is more than just a mechanical linkage; it embodies
decades of automotive engineering, safety design, and driver comfort. Its role in vehicle control,
safety, and functionality makes it a critical component worth understanding and maintaining. As
vehicles age, issues such as electrical wear, mechanical fatigue, and structural degradation become
inevitable but manageable with timely repairs and upgrades.

For enthusiasts and restorers, preserving or enhancing the steering column's integrity not only
ensures safety but also maintains the authentic driving experience that made the El Camino a
legendary vehicle. Whether through careful maintenance, strategic upgrades, or complete
replacements, addressing the steering column?s needs is essential for any owner dedicated to
keeping their 1986 Chevy El Camino on the road and steering true.

In conclusion, the 1986 Chevy El Camino's steering column is a complex, essential component that
warrants attention for safety, performance, and restoration purposes. Its design reflects the
automotive standards of its era, but with modern options and careful maintenance, it continues to
serve as a critical element in the vehicle's operation.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are common issues with the steering column in a 1986 Chevy El Camino?
Common issues include a loose or wobbly steering wheel, difficulty turning the steering, or the
steering column locking up. These problems often stem from worn-out bushings, a failing ignition
switch, or damaged steering column components. How can I replace the steering column in my
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1986 Chevy El Camino? Replacing the steering column involves disconnecting the battery,
removing the steering wheel, disconnecting the wiring and mounting bolts, then carefully removing
the column from the vehicle. It's recommended to follow a detailed repair manual or seek
professional assistance for proper installation and alignment. Are there any specific parts to look for
when repairing the steering column on a 1986 Chevy El Camino? Yes, key parts include the ignition
switch, steering column bushings, tilt mechanism (if equipped), and the ignition lock cylinder.
Replacing worn or damaged components ensures smoother steering and safety. Can I upgrade the
steering column on my 1986 Chevy El Camino for better performance? Yes, aftermarket steering
columns with improved bushings, quick-ratio steering, or tilt features are available. However, ensure
compatibility with your vehicle model and consider professional installation to maintain safety and
functionality. What should I do if my 1986 Chevy El Camino's steering column is making noise?
Noises can be caused by worn-out bearings, loose components, or lack of lubrication. Inspect the
steering column for loose bolts, clean and lubricate moving parts, or replace damaged bushings or
bearings if necessary. 
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